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JALPON HATCZZEIZS
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3v the early decades of the 19th century the immense stock of ‘tlantic

zalmon, an annual resource of the Gaspesian rivers from tizme immemorizl,

was tezirning to show zi~ns of depletion. .z early azs the —-=2r 1207 it was
ieclared illezal for any person to set 2ny nets or haul =zny seine =hove the
first ropids in the River =esstizouche or zhove the firct razpids in the treat

Jiver Czscapedia., 37 the 1820's the alarm of interezted citizens at other
rractices preijudicial to the szlmon fizhery, “oth in Gaspesia and oz the

Torth .zore of the Zulf of Zt.Lawrence, led the luebec Le:islature fto set
Commititee of Ingquiry. 2 stimony =iven Zefore this committee revealed

the *ragic imvact of illegal and ruthless exploitation of the salmon Zishery
for commercial =ain. CSzlmon returning to Gasvesian rivers to spawn were ~eing
diverted into the nets of ruthless 7ishermen by the “locking off of the river
channels. Lz:rge numbers of salmon were bteing illezally speared at night by

torch-li-ht. The very spawning zrounds of the =zlmon in the uvver reaches of

the rivers were heing raided.
In its Report to the Lerislzture the Committee stated, in vart:

"Your committee are of the opinion, that from the evidence
presented, the state of the fisheries, and of the trade in
fish from this Province, may be sufficiently understood to
enable the House to form a just idea of the importance of
the subject to vour committee, znd of the ur~ency of
Lerislative interference to rescue from impending ruin a

nezlected, though most vrofitable ~ranch of Provincial trade...

.esYour committee report #nd recormmend as follows, viz
1, That the Bill for re~ulating the fisheries-in the Inferior
Jistrict of Gz=své, ve amended, ~ontaining rezulations to

prevent the wasteful and unnecessary “estruction of fish,



Though the Juebec Le~islature did zct promptly in passinz the Fiszheries
tet of 1824, trze Iaferior District of Gaspé was so remote FTrom the sezt of
-overnment that little e fective control over the continuing exploitation
of *he salmon fishery was taken until the avnointment, in 1852, of Dr.
Tierre Fortin as lVoristrate and Overseer of the “isheries in the Lower

Jiver and Sulf of St.lawrence. The siory of his remarkable and effective

rd
work has heen reviewed in another article of this GASPE OF 7ZCTERDAY ceriesS.

“hile the Covermment was seeking ways ani means to limit and control
+-e exvloitation o the szlmon stocks, ~"forts were undierwvay to promote
the artificial btreeding of salmon so as to revplenish the feclining stocks.
2pance seems Lo 7ave led the way in such exverimentation, “a31lowed closely
wy Britain. The United -tates adopted the work in this field and even in
qistant Australia salmon ova were brought from Scotland and bred with success.

Tn Quebec, indeed in Canada, the pioneer experimentation with the artificial

reeding of salmon was the work of Richard ettle of “uebec Citye.

Rorn in Bacland in 1812, Richard Tettle was an ardent arsler for salmon
in Tpitish rivers from his vouth. He joined the Zoyal lavy and first came to
Canada on H.'M.S. HASTINGS, which brought Lord Durham and his suite to Quebec.
Evidently impressed by the 0ld Capital, Richard Tettle returned to Canada in
1842, settled in Juebec City, and found emplorment as a school teacher. In
his leisure time he fished =almon in the local stresams, zuch zs the River

St.Chzrles, which,at that time, was a Tine salmon river.

As an enthusiastic salmon fisherman, Richard Nettle "ecame acquzinted
with Juebec's eminent zuthority on salmon, the Rev. Dr. Adamson, Chaplain
of the Le-islative Council of United Canada. Or. Adamson's admirable paper,
nTUE DIZCREASE, RTSTORATION AND PRESZRVATION OF SALLON IN CANADA", read
~afore the Canadian Imstitute in 1856, was embodied in Richard Tettle's

wook, "THE 3AL¥ON FISHERIES OF THE ST.LAJRENCE", published in 1857.



3.
Tn 1875, Richard Tettle was annointed »r the T-nadian “cv-rzment as the
Superintendent of Tisheries. In the came rear he estatli~hed, in a house
adjncent to his office near the corner of St.Ursule =ns 3t.John Streets in

714 Juebec, the Tirst, svverimental zalmon hatchery in Cznada. Tor this =roject

zand =nd gravel to simulate, 25 far 25 possixle, the sravmin~ “ed of a stream.

Ity

rom the Juebec City acueduct was made to “low over *e boves from a fz2ll

of 2 “oot or =0 to »rovide the aeration so =ssential to the Jevelopment of

= first -zlmon ova &ndi milt Srom znlmon Tz2ken at

1

tve ova. Ile ohtrmined
Les Ccureuils on the Jacques Cartier Ziver. 'ith %the curioziiy =2nd pstience
of tne true rezezarcher, Tattle succeeded in -roving *he ormcticability of
1ntching younz zalmon “rom ova under cuch artificial conditions. Iz =0 doing
he opened the wav to the establishment of sz2lmon hatcheries that, in time,

would te found ~cross Canada.

The experimental success of Richard “ettle was followed up by Samuel
Tilmot of Cntario, who,in 1866, established the first, largze-scale selmon
natchery on Wilmot's Creek near Newcastle. In the Fall of that vear, Wilmot
obtained fifteen salmon, m=zle and female, as his first parent fish. As news
of his project became known, he was sudject to ridicule 2nd nounded to the
point that irate fishermen broke into zis hatchery and destroved eleven of
nis fifteen fish. Undeterred, he menazed to obtain 15,000 ova from the four
salmon that survived and had the sreat szatisfaction of watching the ova
develop, in time, into lively parr. The Zollowinz rear he obt=ined 50,000

ova 2nd as the success of his hatchery "rcame known, he o-t=ined financial

help from *he Government from 1858 onwards,

Tour -e2rs later, in 1872, A.Z.7ilmot of Tewcastle trzvelled to Gaspesia



o exvlore the noscitility of eztablichin ~almon - tchery o: *the ..iver

Zestizouche . ~he sg+trdiled mrcount of is exnarisnces WEIre recoried in nis

1372 Zevort to the “izister of arine gnd Fisheries.
- S Y - - = L e E - - # -
‘pacring Dalhousie, - .B., 0n :.E ‘ulf :+esamer “rom lnspe, .'lmot t-ok

44l

the <<zze road up the

Bl

Nijztrict Tishery O “icer, of whom ne recorded that:
n,,,2 more intellizent, efficient =nZ tvustworthy mon could

wot hove heen zelected...."”

4. was mede vwelcome at the !'ovet “ore, "DIZE ITOIM, on tlhe Zestizouche 'where
s Ai-pu-gsed with iz host poscsitle =zites Saw a2 nryoposed o=limon ntensry.

]

on's Zrook

{1t

"ot f2r from the owat home was a Tine, ~auntain shreem, Scheris
that ceemed to de an ide=l location. lowever, “zfore makinz - “ecision,
“ilrmot nroceceded to travel up the lestizouche and its Kedsgwick and

Yatapedia tributary ctreams to c-eck out other rossible sites., Zis travels
took him uo the Kedewick to Tom's 2rook 2nd up the !'atzpedia to the Forks.

45 no site superior to Robertson's Sraok was secen, he chose it as the
loc-~tion for the natchery. Il described it 28 a pretty, limpid sftream

with a constant flow of water throu-hout the rvear. Its nizh banks would

make it easy to construct the reauired dam 2nd oools. Its location, some

nine miles from the latapedia settlement, with its post office =nd telezraph
o°fice and projected stztion of the Intercolonial Railway,was an aided fzector

in favour of the Robertson's 3rook site.

Joan owat was authorized to purchase the necessary land =2nd rizhts 2t
Robertson's 3rook - the accounts show +hwat he 4id so for £50.00. He was
also to be resvonsible for the hruilding of *the hatchery - to be sixty feet
long, tventy-four feet wide, framed ith heavy fimber =ard insulated 2c2inst

+he cold of winter. The whole project was completed for atout $1000.00

By the vear 1873 the pioneer, Saspesian salmon natchery at Sestizouche

was in operation with John lowat reporting 300,C00 salmon ova collected,
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The vear fTollowing his work on the Recsti-ouche, A.B,7ilmot rsturned to
”
Jaspesia and reported, subsequently, on the selection of a2 site in T~spe Bay

for the ronstruction of 2nother s=zlmon hztchery on the Torth-7est “rm of the

Bay at L'Anse aux Cousins,

3efore deciding on a zite, Tilmot thorouznly exnlored fhe Dartmouth ziver
snd its tributary otreams., He noted thzt the natural zv2wming ~rounds of
the =almon were up-stream rom the Falls which had been =2 »=rrier to the

parent fish. T-e previous summer Join Zden had ~ycceeded in czusing & -ortion

Hy

of +-is phstruction at the Falls tec e ~1-sted off, it the foot o the

J-~rtmouth rapids, ilmot -oted 2 inlet or =2rm oI the river ~nat he felt
could be made into & retaining pond ‘or the receotion of varent s2lmon by

building an inexpensive dam across its mouth.

The site crosen for the location of the salmon “ztchery was the ill Brook
which Tormed the natural boundary o~ the properties of William Annett and
Henry Davis at L'Anse aux Cousins, The land and “rook ri~nts were purchased
for 360.00 and a number o® local men emnloyed in duilding a dam near the mouth
of the nrook and in the construction of the hatchery - a 1% story ~uilding
sixty feet long and twenty-four feet wide. The cedar frame, of timber 2 foot
square was obtained from stock of the ¥arine Department stored on Peninsula
Point. The space between the outer and inner walls of the building was filled
with sawdust as insulation 2zainst the cold of winter. The completed building
with its fifty-six breedinz boxes had the immediate capacity for & million
salmon ova and had room for future expansion. The completed cost was about

$1500.00.

Interesting =2s it might be to recall, in detzil, the pioneer overations
of the Restizouche and L'Anse aux Cousins salmon natgheries, this account

will conclude with extracts from a letter of Fhilip Vibert, Junior,

it Aeeemccam  facma Diwision  written from Gaspe 3asin, 31 Dec.,1875,




-
Do

to the 'inister of Varine Aand 7{~heries:

w_ .. Aceording fto our instructions I tnok charge of “he muilding

( the L'inse aux Ccusins aatchery) oa Jrnusry l=zt., lzst with 2C0,Ccco

salmon ova.

Great 4i7ficulty and inconveniznce was experienced on =zccount
of the dam lezking 211 :he winter, z2nd i- fret it mas “e=red =2t one
time tha2t all the snawn would have perished. “otwithstonding threse
Aiddienlties and predictions o tre contrary, 110,000 younz fry were
~stched out 2ndi tlzced iz the Durtmouth, 3t.dohn % *lal haie Fivers.

“reghets prevented mr “epocitinz ~nv at Grznd Tahos, as was inte

T had thirty -zrent salmon in jond on the River Dartmouth a2nd
owing to 2 very neavy rain in lugust, the ~rayel underneath the lower
dam was undermined =nd the fish escaped. I only causzht eleven salmon
at Mal -a2ie, out of tnese four died in pond and zmong the seven
remaining t-ere were only two femsle £ish. Trom these I obtained
20,000 spawn, which I carried to Gaspe oy carriage in a tin bucket

with water...

T would suzzest that next summer *thirty or forty fish be purchased
from the fisheries at Anse au Cousin 2nd carried by means of box karrow,
filled with water, to the pond in rear 07 the fish-house - this pond
is now a2bout 100 feet square - as br nlacinz them there none could
escape. If trey m=tured well, a2 second pond —izht be built helow the

dam, and by this srrangement nearly 100 =alrorn could be kept...

In 2ccord=nce with —rour instructions I nad a new dam ruilt last
summer, it is made of round codar and zood cedar spiling. The earth was
dug down to the solid rock 2ni bark rhinds placed &ll ~long, and I hope
jt will last manv vears unless zZ7ected b frost, which I do not think

i1l be the cas€...
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I considered it advisable te teach Mr.Henry Davis the spawning this
autumn so that next year he can 2ssist me; *2sides if there are
parent fish in 1ifferent vplzces, = zecond t=rson is‘necessary, 28
all may mature =2t the same time., [r.Dzvis is a trustrorthy person

and tzkes much interest iax this work.
he spawn now iz this tuilding =2re loo“inz well, considering th
rough state of the roads over which they came (From i’al kaie) and

so far the loss nas teen -=m21l; i%f must =1lso he remembered thzt much

inconvenience and cold iz erdured %y serformirg sc

zwning operations

iz tre open zir, and iz order <o 4o t-iz work wroperiy, @ rscevition
“ouse is ~ecessary. There is only one room in *he uvper part of

this estzblishment and I hope the remzinder will be Tinished next ye=r.

I hzve the honor to be, Sir
Your most o*edient servant
Philip Vibert, Jun.

Fishery Cverseer, Gaspe Division
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GL5PE VEN WIOSE ITAVES

JALLON EATCHERY DURING ITS CON
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ALETANDER, J.

AZNETT, Pelix
AVNETT, George
BAKER, "m.

3TCHERVAISE, John

30ND, Se

CASS ’ JOS.

COFFIN, A.

COFFIN, Benj.
COTFIN, Felix
COFFIN, James
CCTPIN, J.Be
COFFPIN, JoWe
COFFIN, Robert
COFFIN, Wm.
COFFIN, W.J.
COLLAS, Elias

COLLAS, John

COLLAS & SLOUS

DAVIS, John
DAVIS Henry
DAVIS ’ Wm. C.

DAVIS, John Jr.
ZDEN, John
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STRUCTION
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AnTTIMS AW MUn T ATSE AUX
ACCOUNTS QF THE L'all

AND ZARLY CPERATION

IDEN, Jos.
TDEN, m.
“DEN, Jos.dT.
PINGLETON, .
JOCK, E.
LOJDNES BROS.
LE ZCUTIILIIR, John
LECOUVE, J.

MILLER, N.

ILLER, P.

MILLER, Thomas
YORGAN, David

Me CALLUM, Thomas

McKENZIE, N.

M0SHER,
PATTERSON, Henry
PATTERSON, Daniel
PATTERSON, G.
PATTERSON, Jose.
PATTERSON,

PYI:'EY, J.He
RABBI, David
RUSSEL, VWm.
ST.CROIX, A.
ST.CRCIX, James
ST.CROIX,

.:l’m .

VIBERT, Philip
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